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ern peoples there can be no real profit even from successful conquest does
not seem to have dimmed the luster of the predatory ideal. It may be
expected that this ideal will in due time again be revived and offered to
the people of some nation as a desirable substitute for the slow and
arduous processes by which the disequilibriums within the nation can
be rectified.

Wars between nations are not, it should now be evident, an independent
or isolatable social phenomenon. They express, on the one hand, the
world-wide disequilibrium that exists between increasing economic and
other forms of internationalism and persistent, and perhaps intensifying,
political nationalism. The nations of the modern world are in irresolvable
conflict with one another, for nations and nationalism are ideological and
organizational contradictions to the productive techniques and procedures
that such tangible modern devices as the automobile, the steamship, and
the airplane represent. The precipitation in war of the underlying con-
flicts between nations is, on the other hand, an expression of the dis-
equilibrium within the nation or nations that endeavor through military
conquest to gain wealth and power. And this internal disequilibrium, like
that which exists on the international level, is largely a product of the
failure to adapt social forms, political and otherwise, to the requirements
imposed by the new technologies. In the long run, then, many funda-
mental social changes must occur within and between all the nations of
the contemporary world before the prospect of future wars will be sig-
nificantly reduced. The processes by which such changes come about,
of which war itself is not one, will be discussed in the following, the
concluding, chapter of this book.